conſidered, in a Circular Letter. 
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ASSEMBLED in ASSOCIATION at COLN, in 


LANCASHIRE, May 30, 31, 1787. 


To the ſeveral Churches they repreſent, 


Meeting at Leeds, Rawden, Gilderſome, Halifax, Salendine- 
Nook, Hebden- Bridge, Wainſgate, Rochdale, Bacup, 


Cloughfold, Cowling-Hill, Sutton, Barnoldſwick, Coln, | | 


Ackrington, Blackburn, and Preſton, ſend Chriſtia 
Salutation. | 


' Dearly Beloved in the Lord, 


pel came not unto you in word only, but in power, and in the Holy G 


A E are happy in being able to addreſs you as thoſe, who in 
a judgment of charity may be deemed the called of Jeſus _ 
Chrift, the followers of the Lamb, and the heirs of an eternal. 
inheritance. You' have embraced the teſtimony of God, 


you have received the words of everlaſting life; and we truſt, the 57 | 
LE 


and with much aſſurance. The tidings of ſalvation which you have re- 


ceived are from heaven, You believe and are ſure, that the Saviour in 


whom you truſt is the true God, and eternal life. You are ſatisfied on 
the cleareſt evidence, that the religion you profeſs is of God, and you 
have received the truth, not as the word of men, but as it is in reality, 


the word of God, which worketh effectually in them that believe. 
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In the firſt ages of chriſtianity, the Almighty gave ſuch teſtimonies ig 
the word of his grace, as evidently proved it to be divine. Had we no 
other proofs of it, theſe alone appear to be ſufficient. 

Who can refle& on the rapid progreſs of chriſtianity in the days of the 
apoſtles, and the feeble inſtruments by which it was effected, without 
acknowledging an omnipotent and inviſible hand as its proper cauſe ? 
Was it poſlible that men, deſtitute of all human aid, without riches or 
credit, learning or eloquence, could, in ſo ſhort a ſpace of time, engage 
a conſiderable part of the world to abandon their cuſtoms and religious 
rites, and ſubmit to Chriſt's yoke, without a divine interpoſition ? Was 
it poſſible that a few meſſengers, who, as publicans and fiſhermen, muſt 
be deſpiſed by their own nation, and as Jews, odious to others, could 
win over the learned and the great, as well as thoſe of the lower orders 
of the people, to forſake their favourite prejudices, and embraee a new 
religion, 2 oppoſite to all their carnal notions and conceptions, and ſo 
greatly inimical to their corrupt paſſions, without ſuperior agency ? 

Indeed the miniſtry of thoſe choſen men was perpetually attended 
with undoubted marks of a celeſtial power. Their language was ac- 
companied with invincible energy. Their meſſages were confirmed by 
the commanding influence. of aſtoniſhing miracles, they were veſted 
with power to tranſmit miraculous gifts to their diſciples, they had a 
greatneſs of ſoul ſuperior to all difficulties, they contemned riches and 
honours, they were patient under the ſevereſt torments, ſerene and tran- 
quil in the face ot death, and their lives were humble, holy, and 
heavenly. 

Alfter the three firſt centurics of the Chriſtian æra, a heavy cloud of 
darkneſs and error fell on the churches of Jeſus Chriſt, and continued 
for many ſucceflive ages. Corruptions in doctrine and worſhip gradu- 
ally, and awfully preyailed, and the minds of thoſe who adhered to the 
Chriſtian cauſe were perverted from the ſimplicity that is in Chriſt. 

vet God left not himſelf without witneſs. There were a few names 
who had not defiled their garments with the abominations of the mother 
of harlots. A few have ever borne teſtimony againſt the ſuperſtitions 
and corruptions of the church of Rome, though the witneſſes prophe/ied 
in ſackcloth, till the breaking forth of the glorious light of the retor- 
mation. 3 

After the reformation had taken place, and prevailed in England in 
ſome degree, many of our forefathers, who adhered to the ſacred ſcrip- 
tures as the rule of faith and practice, earneſtly wiſhed to carry forward 
this glorious work, ſo happily begun, to greater perfection. They uſed 
proper and prudent endeavours for this end; but finding them to be in- 
effectual, theſe pious and conſcientious men, found it neceſſary, for the 
tranquillity of their own minds, to withdraw from the national church, 
and to form themſelves into little ſocieties, according, as they appre- 
hended, to the directions and examples contained in the New Teſta- 
ment. 

The firſt diſſenting church was conſtituted at Hufe, near Lon. 
don, in the year 1572, two hundred and fifteen years ago. Many after- 
wards followed their example, in different parts of the kingdom. The 
number has been gradually increaſing to this day, notwithſtanding the 


dificulties our forefathers u e ee under; and it is now 
pretty conſiderable. The God ele been pleaſed within theſe 
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fifty years, greatly to revive his work, as in many other places, ſo ia 
this part of the country in particular. Gifts and grace have been be- 
towed, miniſters called forth to labour in the vineyard, the word has 
been evidently crowned with ſucceſs, and many have been called out of 
darkneſs into marvellous light. We hope, brethren, you, with many 
btkers, are living witneſſes of the truth of this. Ye were ſometimes darł- 
neſs, but ye are now made light in the Lord; ye were afar off, but ye are 
now brought righ. Ye are no more ſlrangers and foreigners, but felloau- 
citizens with the ſaints, and of the houſhold of God. 

Several aſlociations have been formed in different parts of this king- 
dom, among our brethren of the ſame denomination, and conducted with 
great harmony, and to mutual edification. Our annual lecture, which 
has been carried on in this circuit for a number of years, we hope and 
truſt has been of ſome ſervice, through a divine bleſſing, for the pro- 
motion of the good cauſe. At our laſt public meeting, which was held 
at Preflon, in Lancaſhire, it was propoſed, that we thould unite in a 
chriſtian aſſociation, for the promotion of the communion of churches, 
and that the ſeveral ſocieties in the connection ſhould be addreſſed in a 
printed letter. | 

We can aſſure you, brethren, that we do not mean, by affociating 
ourſelves together, to attempt any infringement on your liberti-:, as 
voluntary ſocieties, poſſeſſed of full power to manage all your attairs 
within yourſelves. We wiſh you to be zealous for the maintęnance of 
this privilege in its full extent, We do not mean any, the remoteſt 
attempt to exerciſe dominion over your faith, or conſciences. But, we 
truſt, our only aim is, to be ſerviceable, ſo far as we may, to promote 
the glory of God, the welfare of immortal fouls, and the edification of 
the churches of Jeſus Chriſt. In proportion as theſe ends are anſwered, 
our wiſhes will be accompliſhed. | 

We feel great reluQtance to the taſk aligned us, ariſing from conſcious 
Inability. But we are led to conſider that every man, and eſpecially 
every miniſter of the goſpel, is under obligation to improve all the op- 
portunities of doing good, which are afforded him in the preſent ſtate. 
De night cometh when no man can work, 

We beg leave to remind you of ſome of the privileges you enjoy, and 
of the duties incumbent upon you, to animate and encourage you to 
prefs on towards the mark, for the prize of the high calling of God in Chriſt 
Jeſus; that you may have your converſation as beconeth the goſpel of Chriſt ; 
that you may land faſt in one ſpirit, with one mind, firiving together for 
the faith of the goſpel ; that the name of, our Lord Jeſus Chriſt may be glo- 
rified in you, and yein him, according to the grace of our God, and the Lord 
Jeſus Chriſt. | 

The privileges you enjoy are many and great, and the duties which 
are required of you, are reaſonable ag mp The commands of Chriſt 
are ot grievous ; bis yoke is eaſy, and his burden is light. 


You are, in a great meaſure, exempted from perſecution, and your 
rights are ſecured by law. Under the mild and gentle government of 
King William the Third, the act of toleration took place, which eaſed 
thouſands of the ſuffering ſervants of God, who could not conſcientiouſly 
conform to the national eſtabliſhment. This act removed many 
grievances, and conferred many advantages. By virtue of it, you 7 
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free liberty to ſerve your Divine Maſter, according to his direction, 


without fear or danger of confiſcation of goods, fines or imprifonmen his 
Theſe advantages have been ſtill farther enlarged in the preſent happy a — 
reign. So that now you can act according to your conſcience, /it under I gur 
-0wn wins and fig-tree, and none are permitted to make you afraid, As 
Buy the kind interpoſition of Providence, our great men are diſpoſed to ok 
think more impartially on this. ſubject, and to act very different from , 2 


their predegeſſors in power. How different are your circumſtances to 20 
thoſe of ſaints in former ages, of avhom the world was not worthy ! Thy 
had trial” uf cruel mockings, and ſcourgings, of bonds and impriſonment: 
They were ſtoned, they were ſawn aſunder, were tempted, were ſlain wit) A 
the fword : they wandered about in ſheep ſkins and goat-ſeins, being deſtitute, N , + ( 
affiifted, torment el]. wo, "IE 


It is your privilege to chuſe your own officers. Thoſe who miniſter — 
to you in holy things, re not impoſed upon you, contrary to your own ture 
inclination, As you are perſuaded that in primitive times, the churches - 11 
of Chriſt were their own chooſers, ſo you claim this right, and you and 
have it. : N 7 ſecu 
You enjoy, in its full extent, the right of private judgment. Tha ou 
right which every man has, to conſult and ſearch the {criptures, to form — 


the beſt judgment he can of them, and to act accordingly ; that right 
you fla;m, and you rejoice in it. You are not compelled to believe 
this, or practice the other, for which you can ſee no foundation in the 
oracles of qivine truth. :Your judgments are free, your conſctences are 
-unfettered,-- You are not, in things relating to your everlaſting pcace, 
the ſervants of men. You are not obliged to give up your reaſon, and 
acquieſce in the impoſed creeds or requiſitions of thoſe who may zilume 
the power which only belongs to Chriſt, and ſay to men's ſouls, © boy 
down, that we may go over.“ GE: 
Lou have a right to exerciſe wholeſome diſcipline among yourſe!-:, 
Such is the conſtitution of your churches, as renders them fit ſ-cict1s 
for anſwering all the purpoſes of ſocial religion, and for promoting tie 
Happineſs of individuals. You can warn the unruly, comfort the feeb!e 
minded, and ſupport che weak., You can obſerve the rule, If thy broth 
treſpaſt againſt thee, go and tell him his fault between thee and him alone; 
he foal! ear thee, thou haſt gat ned thy brother. But if he will not tear 
thee, hen taxc with thee one or two more, that in the mouth of tao or thre! 
ewitneſſes, every word may be eftabliſhed. And if he ſhall neglect to hear 
them, tell it unto the church; but if he negle# to hear the church, let him be vileſt 
| to hee as an heathen man, and à publican. You can put away from among 
1 yourſelves the wicked perſon, whoever he be. | 
| | We do not now 1aiiſt on the ineſtimable privilege of your having been 
bought with the precious blood of Chriſt, the Son of God, who loved 
you, and gave himſelf for you. TEXT WOE | 
Nor on your having the in-dwelling, witneſſing, and ſealing of the 
Holy Spirit of promiſe, the earneſt of your inheritance. Your bodies are de with 
temples of the living God, if you are chriſtians indeed. For if any mat F 
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hae not the Spirit of Chriſt, he is none of his. | ech 
Vou have the happy privilege of union with Chriſt. He and the be- . 
liever are one. This is that great myſtery the apoſtle ſpeaks of Eph. . fn, 4 


30, 32. Tho' it is a common and known truth, externally abyious to all; lent; 
. | | vet 
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*et none can underſtand it but thoſe who partake of it. By virtu«' of 
this union, our fins are accounted his, and Chriſt's fufferings arc ac- 
counted ours; There is a connection between the lite of Chriſt, and 
our life, which cannot be diffolved. Our /ife is hid with Chriſt in God, 
As ſuch, while we remain here, our life is there, though concealed ; and 
gehen Chrijt aubo te our life hall appear, then fhall wwe alſo appear with hin: 
in glory, Hence is his prayer, that where he it, there wwe may be alſo ; 
and his own declaration, The glory which thou gaveſt me, I have giver 
them. And his ſupporting promiſe is in cloſe conjunction with this 
truth, Becauſe I live, ye ſhall Five allo. | 

As believers in Jeſus, your eternal ſalvation is ſecure. If the promiſe 
of God and the work of Chriſt be valid, if they hold good, then they 
that believe in him are made ſure of ſalvation. Sooner may the rivers 
ran backwards, the courſe of the heavens change, and the frame of na- 
ture be diflolved, than a foul united to Jeſus be ſevered from him, and 
fall ſhort of falvation. The unchanging love of God, and the purpoſe 
and covenant of his grace lay the firmeſt toundation for your everlaſting 
ſecurity. The eternal God is your portion, your refuge and defence; 
you are kept by his power to ſalvation. His everlaſting arm is underneath 


1 


you, and his favour ſurrounds you like a ſhield. - 

Your whole ſalvation is of pure grace and undeſerved mercy. The 
work of redemption, and the ſeveral parts of it, together with the 
doctrine revealing it, are denominated grace, becauſe they all floww 
from the ſovereign love of God in Chriſt, That is their ſpring, their 
original ſource, and firſt cauſe. This is the very thing which makes 
the goſpel ſo ſuitable and comfortable to lolt ſinners. 'Theyalvation ir 
brings and publiſhes to men is free. If it ſhould be objected, But faith 
is neceſſary to the enjoyment of this ſalvation, We reply with the apoſtle, 
that is not of ourſelves, it is Ve gift of God. He not only faves upon 
believing, but he gives faith itſelf, Chriſt is not only called the author 
and finiſher of our ſalvation, but, even of our faith; Heb. 12. 2. This 
ſhews the work of falvation to be all of grace. | ; 

The freeneſs of grace being rightly apprehended, ſupports the heart, 
and keeps it from fainting in the moſt diſtreſsful ſeaſons. There is nothing 
in myſelf but matter of ſorrow ; yet it is not from myſelf that I look 
for comfort, but from God and his free grace. When I am at the belt, 
what elſe have I to rely on? I dare not rely on myſelf. : When I am at 
the worſt, I ought to rely on all-ſufficient grace. Be it that I am the 
vileſt ſinner that ever came to him; yet he is more gracious than I am 
ſinful. It is your privilege to have aſfured ſupport and comfort from 
above amidit your preſent difficulties. | 

We do not diſguiſe or conceal the troubles to which you will be ex- 
poſed in the Chriſtian courſe. It is hard to fleſh and blood to deny 
ourſelves in thoſe things which are flattering, pleaſing and enchanting. 
It is trying to have always difficulties to ſurmount, enemies to fight 
with, and a croſs to bear. It is hard to mortify ourſelves, while the 
men of the world are living in ſelf-indulgence. They are refining-upon' 
their pleaſures, are ingenious to invent new amuſements, and ftretch 
fancy to diverſify their joys, whilſt the poor Chriſtian is /riving againſt 


2, and wreſtling againſt principalities and powers. The combat is vio- 
eat, and ſometimes long. F 
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Certain Popiſh writers make temporal proſperity one of the characic;/ 
of the true church. Others have repreſented wealth and eaſe as the cer 
tain concomitants of piety, and the unfailing reſult of the divine appro. 
bation. Theſe men ſurely forget, what we are reminded of by the 
higheſt authority, the diſtreſſes, ſtraits and poverty of thoſe very per 
ions of auhom the world was not worthy. 

Infinite wiſdom ſees a ſtate of trial neceſſary for us, in our way to the 
heavenly reſt. Through much tribulation wwe muſt enter the kingdom. 
Jo beings perfectly innocent there does not appea? to be any neceſſit 
for afflictions. The blelle angels in heaven are therefore as free fron: 
pain as they are from pollution, Nor can we conceive why diltreſ: 
ſhould be permitted to fall upon thoſe beings, where there is no danger 
of corruption from a conſtant ſucceſſion of fayours and benefits, and 
where there is no uſe of terror, nar cauſe of calamity. Bat our preſent 
ſtate of exiſtence is the reverſe of all this. Temptation every where 
aſſaults us, our diforderly paſhons lead us into a thouſand errors, our de. 
ceitful hearts are ever ready to betray us; and it is not eaſy to ſay, 90 
what lengths of perverſeneſs we might proceed, if our ways were not 
hedged up with thorns, or if the rod of aflition did not admoniſh us 0 
our folly, and awaken us to our duty. It is therefore, if needs be, that 
we are in heavineſs through manifold temptations, that the trial of our faith, 
which is much more precious than gold which periſheth, might be found unte 
praiſe and honour and glory at the appearing of Feſus Chrift, 

It is your privilege 7 glory in tribulation, to joy in God through our Lord 
Jeſus Chrift, and to rejoice evermore. To you is given ſtrong conſolation, 
and good hope tbrough grace. e 

And ſuch is the Chriſtian's joy, that it can maintain itſelf even in thc 
depth of ſorrow. This i of gladueſi iwims above the waters of advct 
ſity, and cannot be drowned by all the floods of affliction. Nay it i: 
often moſt abundant in the greateft diſtreſs. 

That God whoſe ſmile revives the contrite heart, calms by his graciou: 

reſence the good man's tumultuous thoughts, and ſtills his anxiou: 
— with the voice of peace, while paſſing through the vale of tears 
How different is this from the mirth of fools, the triumphing of the wicked, 
and the tranſient deluſive pleaſures of the enemies of God |! 

Affected raptures fluſh the cheek, the accents of tumultuous joy burt 
forth from the lips, While fear and anguiſh diſtract the boſom, and all 
within is darkneſs and confuſion. Thus the flowery ſides of Ætna ar: 
covered with ſmiling verdure, while fecret flames rage within, and un. 
| ceaſing waſte its burning entrails. | 

The pleaſure which affects a human mind with the moſt lively and 
tranſporting ſenſations, is what ariſes from the favour of the Moſt High, 
and the proſpect of being crowned at laſt with a happineſs, large as ou: 
defires, and laſting as our immortal ſouls. This is a perpetual ſpring d 
gladneſs in the heart. It leſſens the calamities sand doubles the joys 0 
life. Without this, the higheſt ſtate of worldly advancement is infipid, 
and with it, the loweſt ſituation is a paradiſe, They are miſtaken wh 
ſuppoſe that theſe enjoyments are not to be expected in the preſent ſtate. 

Ir we except the miracles which the Almighty wrought in the tr! 
promulgation of the goſpel, and which are no longer neceſſary ſinc 
chriſtianity is eſtabliſhed, we have reaſon to conclude, that God deal 


40 


vatic 
blin. 
15 th 
1 


ſear 


48 A 
Com 
the | 
ter 
and 
ati 
hop! 
has - 


He 


* 


Ct 9 


| "SEG ' * 
i: this day with his children, as he did in former ages. With him 17 44 
dar iableueſi, nor ſhadrw of turning. Wiſdom's ways are as pleaſant, * 
ner paths as peaceful to thoſe who walk in them at preſent, as they were 
o our forefathers. | 

It is far from being our intention to give countenance to the yagaries 
of wild enthuſiaſm. There are too many examples of theſe among the 
dretenders to elevated picty, A certain play of the, paſſions with a high 
degree of vain confidence, conſtitute the whole of their religion. Ir is 
much ecaſier to have the imagination heated, than to have the heart pu- 
-ified, and the life regulated by the, rules of the divine word. How of- 
ten do we meet with thoſe who think themſelves ſuperior to all our in- 
ſtructions, becauſe they flatter themſelves they have the ſpirit of God for 
their guide? They deliver themſelves up to unaccountable raptures, and 
ſpeak of joys and extacies which have no rational or ſcriptural founda- 
ion. But let ug remember that judgment always bears iway in the ele- 
vations of rational piety, The ſpirit of God guides that, but never 
blinds it. Totalk of abandoning reaſon that we may, become religious, 
1s the ſame thing as to ſay that we muit be brutes in order to be ſaints. 
The true chriſtian's conſolation is rational and well founded. He 
ſearches the ſcriptures, conſults and meditates on the oracles of God, 
as a duty moſt important in itfelf, poſitively enjoined and ſtrongly re- 
:ommended. He feels the neceſſity of divine direclion, and of taking 
the bible as a lamp to his feet, and a light to his paths. And the words of 
twverlaſting life are his food and nouriſhment. They calm the tumults 
and agitations of his ſoul ; they ſilence his unbelieving fears, they ani- 
mate his mind with tenewed vigour, they footh his cares, confirm his 
hopes, and enkindle his joys, By pati-nce aud comfort of the ſeriptures he 
has hope, and his foul is ſatisfied in them as with marrow and fatneſs.— 
He rejoices in the hope and proſpect of future glory and felicity. | 

The news of {ome ſmall outward advantage that is to come to us, raiſe? 
our hearts and makes them leap within us. If a man in a low condition 
is made {ure of becoming rich in a few days, and of being advanced to 
great honour, the thoughts of what he had before him would be almoſt 
conſtantly with him, and always welcome. There is no compariſon be- 
tween all that we can imagine.of this kind, ind the hopes of which we 
ſpeak. 3 
4 Theſe privileges, Dearly Beloved, ſhould excite you to gratitude, 
love and obedience. Under all theſe conſiderations, as ſo many engag- 
ing ties, you are bound 79 /ive, rot unto yourſelves, butgto him that died 
for you, aud roſe again. | . 

In particular. What abundant redſon have you to love God with all 
your hearts, to love the Lord Jcſus Chriſt in ſincerity ; and that, as well 
for his own excellence, as becauſe he hath firft lowed you ! | 

You love the generous friend who left you all that he poſſeſſed. This 
act of kindneſs endears his memory, and engages or ſtrengthens your af- 
fection. How dear and precious then ſhould the bleſſed Jeſus be to you! 


Since he lived for you; he died for you; he remembered you in his 


will, and bequeathed to you all his unſearchable riches. | 
Let the above conſiderations alſo engage you ts owe one another with a 
pure heart fervently. 


Love 


| 1 

Love forms the uniting band of celeſtial intelligences above. It is th- 
brightelt ray of their glory, and the principal point of their happineſ 
Love is the image of (zod himſelf, and the expreſſion of his eſſence. H. 
that loweth not, knoweth not God; for God is love. 
Love, celeſtial love reigns in the regions. of bliſs, in purity and per. 
fection. Nothing mingles with its noble ardour that is ſelfiſh or irre- 
gular, nothing that needs reſtraint or diſguiſe ; it is all calm and beneh. 
cent, ſuitable to the grandeur of an immortal mind, and laſting as it. 
exiſtence. When the ſtarry lamps of ether are put out, and the ſpler 
dour of the ſun extinguiſhed, this divine principle will ſhine with un. 
diminiſhed luſtre, the joy and triumph of the ſaints in ligff. Andi: 
ſhould be qur care to maintain and cultivate it on earth. It is of grea: 
importance. All our pretenſions to religion are vain without it. 

We ſhould love our neighbours in general, and that in the way in 
which Jeſus Chriſt has loved them. Do you afk in what way was that; 
What was the grand object of his love for you? Was it not the ſalvation 
of your ſouls ? It is the ſalvation of your neighbours for which you ought 
to be moſt particularly concerned. Let this enter into all your views, 
Be touched with the miſeries of thoſe who are yet without God and 
without hope in the world. Who in the midft of goſpel light, have the 
ſcales upon their eyes, which deprive them of the glory of it. Emplov 
for their converſion, not fire and ſword, tortures and gibbets; but per- 
ſuaſion, inſtruction, and all other means moſt proper to bring them to 
know the truth, and to engage them to love it. 
animated and affectionate exhortations, and pray for them. 

Devote ſome part of your ſuperfluities -to the indigent; and be con. 
cerned to render {ome good office to your neighbour on all occaſions.— 
That man who is wrapt up in his own ſufficiency, and in the extravagant: 
idea which he has formed of his own greatneſs, is not poſſeſſed of a dil- 
poſition conformable to the nature of that religion which God hath pre- 
ſcribed. He pretends to triendſhip and communion with God; but he 
ſhuts his door againſt his diſtreſſed neighbour : he abandons him in his 
neceſſity, poverty and obſcurity. Such a man is ſo far from being a 
true Chriſtian, that he hath not even a proper idea of chriſtianity. 

Be kind and candid towards thoſe who may differ from you in 
ſmaller matters. | | : 

There ſeems to be a gracions providence in ſuffering the ſentiments of 
good men to be ſomewhat diverſified. May not the word of grace be 
compared to the manna in the wilderneſs, pleaſing to every palate, and 
profitable to every partakar of it? By this means every caſe is ſuited, and 
every one receives his portion of meat in due ſeaſon. :. | 

Our little differences in judgment and practice give-occaſion for thc 
exerciſe of mutual forbearance, candor mc? charity. The ſame may b. 
' ſaid with regard to our failings, infirmities and miſcarriages. We nec 
that forbearance from others which their defects call for from us. 

The man who is of a ſour, moroſe, maleyolent temper, looks only 
on the defects and imperfections of his neighbours. He 
the art of combining their weakneſſes with their virtues ; and of ren- 
gering the imperfections of others ſupportable, by a juſt and humiliating 
reflection on his own. Such a one employs more care in ———— pu- 

| niſhmer ts 
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niſhments for the guilty, than in finding out expedients to reclaim them. 
Such a one exclaims againſt ſociety becauſe due attention is not paid to 
his capricious humours. There is very little in human ſociety, he ſays, 
that is deſirable. We allow it. It would, however, be incomparab] 
leſs fefirable, if all men were under the influence of the ſame ſpirit by 
whi is governed. A ſociety compoſed of uncharitable minds, 
would bear a ſtriking reſemblance to the internal regions. 

You are under the ſtrongeſt obligations to maintain unity, peace, and 
concord among yourſelves.” Let all bitterneſs, aud wrath, and clamour, 
and evil-ſpeaking, be put awvay from you, with all malice. And be kind one 
to apother, tender hearted; forgiving one another, even as God for Chriſt's 
ſake hath forgiven you. © Study to be quiet, labour to be of one mind about 
any affair that romes under your conſideration. That you may be at peace 
among yourſelves, follow after the things that make for it. Your adorable 
Redeemer is the prince of peace; God the Father is not the author of 
confuſion, but of peace, the fruit of the ſpirit is peace, the goſpel is the goſpel 
of peace. Peace was the laſt legacy of a dying Saviour, and it is that 
tor which he is now interceding in heaven. Ever remember that 
where envying and ſtrife are, there is confuſion and every evil-work ; while 
the fruit of righteouſneſs is j5wn in peace, of them that make peace. 

Guard againſt indifferency and negligence in the affairs of your ſouls, 
To a man unacquainted with the living world, who is accuſtomed to 
judge only by ſpeculative reaſon, it is ſcarcely credible, that any one 
convinced of the truth and importance of chriſtianity, ſhould be in a 
ſtate of indiitcrcnen reſpecting it. It ſeems impoſſible that conviction 
ſhould be on the one ſide, and practice on the other. Yet this abſurdity, 
alas ! is every where to be found. 

You have made choice of Chrilt for your portion, beware of renew - 
ing your familiarity with fin, That will bring new bitterneſs to your 
ſouls, and, at leaft, for ſome time, deprive you of the ſenſible favour 
of God. 5 
Delight yourſelves always in God, and give your whole heart to him. 
He deſerves it all. And he only 1s a fuitable, ſatisfying good to it. 
The moſt enlarged heart is too ſtrait for the riches of conſolation that he 
brings with him. 


Be ſtedfaſt in the truth, and hold faſt the profeſſion of your faith. 
Conſtancy is ſtrictly enjoined - Luke xii. 35. Let your loins be girt, and 


your lights burning. When the maſter is gone abroad, the ſervant ſhould 
not, through Nloth or drowſineſs, undreſs himſelf, and put out the lights. 
He ſhould hold himſelf in readineſs to receive his lord, though he were 
not to return till midnight. How improper would it be for the maſter 
to ſtand without knocking, while the ſervants within are aſleep ! Every 
duty to which the chriſtian is called, implies this conſtancy. We are 
bidden to pray, but how ? Without ceaſing. We are bidden to watch, 
but in what? In all things. We are bidden to rejoice, but When? 
Evermore. We are bidden to give thanks, but for what? For every 
thing. We are commanded to hope, but how long? To the end. Where 
the centinel is placed, there he muſt ſtand ; and neither ſtir nor flee 

till he is diſmifled. He ſhall have the bleſſing whom his Lord finds 


fo doing. Our armour is not to be laid aſide till our warfare is finiſhed, 


Then indeed there will be no more neceſlicy for watch and ward, ſhield, 
Word 
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renn or helmet. In the bliſsful ſtate, we ſhall not appear in armoy, 
ut in robes of glory. But here, the coat of mail muſt be worn night 
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offence. 

Satan is ever watching for advantages againſt us. He hopes to ſee u 
tired out with continual duty. When he ſees us vigorous and active, h. 
ſays within himtelf, This will not hold long. By and by the bow wil 
be unbent, and the armour unbuckled, and then 1 ſhall ſucceed.” 


Now conſtancy in the holy exerciſes of religion is not weariſome to 4 | 445 
ſaint in a rigat frame of ſpirit. The common actions of nature, iuch 2; 
eating, drinking, walking, are no burden to us when in our right tem- Lv 
per. They are only ſo when we are indiſpoſed. In like manner when u, 
the heart of a chriſtian is as it ſhould be, it is his joy to be active in God. - 

met 


ſervice, Java glad when they ſaid unto me, Let us go up to the houſe of i: 
Lord, A man who is uſed to be employed in his buſineſs from morning {Wes © 
to night, is not at reſt when diverted from it. So a chriſtian in duty 1; 
one in his proper calling, where he ſhould be, and where he would be, be | 
Religious exerciſes are only burdenſome to thoſe who are unfrequent in {997 
them. The clothes we wear fit eaſy on us, becauſe we carry them daily.) 
The diſciples, when newly engaged in the chriſtian courſe, could not Eve 
* or fait much. The bottles were new, and that wine too ſtrong. mat 
ut when they became habituated to the ways of Chriſt, they were e ſho 
mighty in prayer, and expert in the ſeveral branches of ſelf-denial. H 
the duties of religion ſeem difficult or burdenſome to us, let us be more cu 
frequently engaged in them, and they will become caſy and pleaſanpt. eld 
Be patient, humble, and cheartully ſubmiſſive under all your ſuffer- A 
ings and afflictions. | 248 
Study your privileges above-named. Be thankful for the leaſt ters. fich 
yours mercy, but be not elevated with the greateſt, A little with the 
avour of God is enough; all things without that are nothing. You W* be 
are intereſted in the unſearchable ricnes of Chriſt, Whatever you ſaffer 
here, tis not hell; whatever you loſe, heaven will make amends. God 
gives himſelf to you; and what greater, or better gift can he beſtozy ? app 
1 will be their God. Should ke give us all che world, and deny us him(c!i We: 
we are miſerable. Should he give us himſelf and nothing of the world, 
wearerich. Ye have taken away my Gods, laid one, and what have [ mire. 
The gracious ſoul ſays, © Lord, put me not off with any thing ſhort ey 
thyſelf, What can the creature want that enjoys thee ? All that thou 7/5 
art, all that thou haſt, all that thou performeſt, or ſpeakeſt, is for my F 
good. I had better have the whole creation againſt me, than have thc 
againſt me. But if God be tor us, whocan be againſt us?“ 8 
Take heed and beware of covetouſneſs., The vice of covetouſnels is, 
perhaps, what enters deepelt into the ſoul of any other. He who 1 
under the dominion of this, muſt grow deaf to the wretched, eſtrange 
himſelf from the agreeable, cheriſh hardneſs of heart, diſrelith ever; 
thing that is noble, and terminate all in his deſpicable felt. It has been 
obſerved, that indulgence in any one immoderaàte defire or appetite, en- 
groſſes the whole man, and his life is ſacrificed to that one deſire or av- 
tite. This is peculiarly the caſe in regard to covetouſneſs. 
A thirſt after riches is common to mankind. And in a nation where 
commerce flouriſhes, an univerſal emulation of wealth is enkindled in 
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wy ie mind. This is heightened by obſerving every where the honours 
; of aid to men of property. 


But it never yet could be found that riches would produce happineſs, 
he hope of attaining them 1s more than the enjoyment when they are 
| tained. Beware of covetouſneſs ; a man's life conſiſteth not in the abun- 
mn 4 the things which he poſſeſſeth. 

ze ſtrictly honeſt and upright in all your dealings. Walk honeftly as in 
„day. Labour to keep a conſcience void of offence, by doing to all 
n as ye would that they ſhould do to you, 3 | | 
Live in the daily practice of ſelf-denial. Without this, Jeſus tells 
o, you cannot be his diſciples, Mingle not with thoſe who know 
od, Wot God, in the abominations for the ſate of which, the awrath of God 
„b on the children of diſobedience. Avoid the dangerous, the deftruQtive 
nine Dees of intemperance and unchaſtity, in all their forms, and the ſteps 

" Wading to them. C'S 
Be ſtrictly attentive to all the duties of ſocial and relative life, and 
ound in every good work. Let your light ſo ſhine before men, that they 
ing your good works, may glorify your Father who is in heaven. | 
Ever remember, that all your knowledge, all your light, all your in- 
mation will be fatal to you, if you reduce them not to practice. Tho' 
e ſhould have all the ſucceſs imaginable in ſetting you right in this and 


| 1 e other point of ſpeculation, yea though we could explain to you every 
+7: Mficult paſſage from Geneſis to the Revelation, it you reſt there, we 


ould think we had done nothing. Would you be chriſtians indeed, 
in virtue to knowledge, accompany ſpeculation with practice. Let it 
your care both to know and do theſe things. Draw from the texts 
hich you hear explained, the concluſions and the motives which preſent 
the emſelves to you, and be doers of the woord, and not hearers only ; ſo ſhall 
von be bleed in the deed. Rs 
ter In a word. —You are under the ſtrongeſt obligations to be loyal, grate- 
| and obedient to your lawful fovercign. Perhaps England never ſaw 
happier period than the preſent. May he by whom Kings reign, and. 
inces decree juflice, long preſerve the lite oFour moſt gracious Sovereign, 


d his royal Conſort, the beſt of Queens ! 


mere 

ee We commend you to God, and to the ab of his grace, which is able to 

d you up, and to give you an inheritance among all them who are ſanctiſied. 
) | . N | 
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Signed in behalf of the reſt, by 
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The Springs and Cauſes of ſinful Anger. * 
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With what we N lawfully be angry. | 2 
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What Reſtrictions ſhould attend our * 5 weoffend not God by! 
When Anger i is ſinful. 


Cautions againſt that Anger which is violent and criminal, 
Rules for the Suppreſſion of ſinful Anger, 


The whole interſperſed with Anecdotes and Obſervation fro 
various Authors, ancient and modern. 


$+$ As the Eſſay is nearly ready for the Preſs, the Author will 


obliged to any of his Friends for a Liſt of the Names of thoſe who ch! 
to encourage the Publication. 
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